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the war that there was reason for oil production to go
up by leaps and bounds,1 and by this time all German
investments had been liquidated and the oil fields lay
open, as it were, for exploitation by the French, the
British, the Americans and the Dutch. The general
prosperity of the later 'twenties helped temporarily
to smooth over the difficulties, administrative and
other, to which reference has been made.
One other characteristic of Roumanian life cannot
be ignored. Unlike the small Slav nations, the
Roumanians have long felt the deepest distrust of
Russia. This is not ideological in origin, but the result
of Russian invasions at different times in modem
history; it is particularly to be attributed to the Russo-
Turkish war of 1877-78, when the Roumanians fought
with Tsarist Russia against Turkey only to lose
Southern Bessarabia by the Treaty of Berlin. The
Soviet Government refused to recognize the return
of all Bessarabia between Dniester and Pruth to
Roumania in 1919, and until 1934, therefore, there
were no diplomatic relations between Bucharest and
Moscow.
The World Depression brought about a crystalliza-
tion of the disappointments and prejudices which have
been recorded above. The Balkan nouveau riche^
whether Roumanian, Serb or Greek or Eastern Jew,
has an unblushing complexion which may be due as
much to inexperience as to original sin. His lack of
shame could be stomached while the peasants were
reasonably well off, but when the fall in world grain
prices ruined them, the glaring inequalities displayed
by life in the night clubs of Bucharest, as compared
1 See below, p. 88.